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Group Art Unit: Unknown 



Examiner: 



Unknown 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
37 CFR 1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence Is being deposited on 
January 27, 2004 with the United States Postal Service as First 
Class Mall In an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Date 



Signature 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The Applicants, and the Attorney who signs below on the basis of the information 
supplied by the inventor and the information in his file, submit herewith patents, 
publications, or other information of which they are aware, which may be material to the 
examination of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose 
in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .56. 

While the information submitted in this Information Disclosure Statement may be 
material pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that 
any patent, publication, or other information referred to therein is prior art for this 
invention unless specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97, this Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed , as a representation that a search has been made or that no other 
possibly material information as defined under 37 CFR § 1 .56(a) exists. 

The patents and/or publications submitted herewith are set forth on the attached 
Form PTO-1449. 
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If the sum of $180.00 is due under 37 CFR § 1.17(p) pursuant to § 1.97, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge this fee, and any other fee necessary to 
mal<e this submission timely, to the Deposit Account No.20-0782/AMAT/8348/BKH. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Brian K. Hrna 
Registration No. 41 ,852 
MosER, Patterson & Sheridan, LLP. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77056 
Telephone: (713)623-4844 
Facsimile: (713) 623-4846 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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Please a plus sign (+) inside this box 



Under the Papej 




PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
19Sfe.\o persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control nu mber. 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DIS 
STATEMENT BY APPLI 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Appiication Number 



10/689,783 



Filing Date 



October 21, 2003 



First Named Inventor 



Khiem Nguyen, et al. 



Group Art Unit 



Unknown 



Examiner Name 



Unknown 



Attorney Docket Number 



AMAT/8348/MASK/ETEC/ARNOLD S 



\ ^ Sheet 



of 



Submission Date 



January 27, 2004 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 


Cite 


Document Number 


Publication Date 


Name of Patentee or 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Initials* 


No. 


Number-Kind Code'^"'^"^ 


MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 




Al 


US-6,217,663B1 


01/17/2001 


Inokuchi, et al. 






A2 


US-6,203,617B1 


03/20/2001 


Tanoue, et al. 






A3 


US-5,820,685 


10/13/1998 


Kurihara, et al. 






A4 


US-5,791.895 


08/11/1998 


Kyung, et al. 






A5 


US-5.733.096 


03/31/1998 


Van Doren, et al. 






A6 


US-5,720.590 


02/24/1998 


Hofmeister 






A7 


US-5,702,228 


12/30/1997 


Tamai, et al. 






A8 


US'5.669,644 


09/23/1997 


Kaihotsu. et al. 






A9 


US-5,647,626 


07/15/1997 


Chen, et al. 






A10 


US-5,643,366 


07/01/1997 


Somekh, et al. 






A11 


US-5,61 1.865 


03/18/1997 


White, et al. 






A12 


US-5.580.388 


12/03/1996 


Moore 






A13 


US-5,469,035 


11/21/1995 


Lowrance 






A14 


US-5,374,147 


12/20/1994 


Hiroki, et al. 






A15 


US-5,324,155 


06/28/1994 


Goodwin, et al. 






A16 


US-5.280,983 


01/25/1994 


Maydan, et al. 






A17 


US-5, 180,276 


01/19/1993 


Hendrickson 






A18 


US-5. 133.635 


07/28/1992 


Malin, et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 


Name of Patentee or 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 




Number-Kind Code' 


MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 






B1 


0 793 262 A2 


09/03/1997 


EUROPEAN 








82 


0 423 608 Al 


04/24/1991 


EUROPEAN 








83 


0 840 358 A2 


05/06/1998 


EUROPEAN 








84 


61-273441 


12/03/1996 


JAPANESE 








B5 


10-74814 


03/17/1998 


JAPANESE 






Examiner 








Date Considered 







EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. i Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at 
www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901,04. a Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year 
of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. sKind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO 
standard ST.16 if possible, e Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form 
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infonnation Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria VA 22313-1450. DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexondrla. VA 22313-14S0. If you need 
assistance in completing the form call 1'800'PTO'9199 O-BOO'786'9199) and select option 2. 
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Under the P< 




Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0651-0031 
. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COlyAMERCE 
5. no persons are required to respond to a oonection of information unless ft displays a valid 0M B control nu mber. 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION Dl 
STATEMENT BY A 



{Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Number 



10/689.783 



Filing Date 



October 21, 2003 



First Named Inventor 



Khiem Nguyen, et al. 



Group Art Unit 



Unknown 



Examiner Name 



Unknown 



Attorney Docket Number 



AIVIAT/8348/MASK/ETEC/ARNOLD S 



Sheet 



of 



Submission Date 



January 27, 2004 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Aonlicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^ ^"'''^"^ 




A19 


US-5,022.695 


06/11/1991 


Ayers, et al. 






A20 


US-4.869.801 


09/26/1989 


Helms, et al. 






A21 


US-4.842.683 


06/27/1989 


Cheng, et al. 






A22 


US-4,81 3.732 


03/21/1989 


Klem 






A23 


US-4,705,951 


11/10/1987 


Layman, et al. 






A24 


US-4,586.743 


05/06/1986 


Edwards, et al. 





















































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 




Number-Kind Code^ ^^^^ 




B6 


11-008291 


01/12/1999 


JAPANESE 








B7 


99/23691 


05/14/1999 


WlPO 
















































Examiner Date Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. i Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at 
www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. s Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year 
of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. sKInd of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible, e Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, Including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed applk;ation form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this fonm 
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexondrfa, VA 22313-1450. If you need 
assistance In completing the form call l-dOO-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2 
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Under the Papi 



w>,x PTO/Sa/08b (08-03) 

Approved for use through 06/30/2006. 0MB 0651-0031 
\C\ U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

ofk Reduction Act of 1995. nb persons are req uired to respond to a collection of intormation unless it d isplays a v alid 0MB control nu mber. 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 
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INFORMATION DISCL( 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Number 



10/689.783 



Filing Date 



October 21, 2003 



First Named Inventor 



Khiem Nguyen, et al. 



Group Art Unit 



Unknown 



Examiner Name 



Unknown 



Attorney Docket Number 



AMAT/8348/MASK/ETEC/ARNOLD S 



\^ Sheet 



of 



Submission Date 



January 27, 2004 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s). volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 






C1 


PCT Partial International Search Report from PCT/U S0 1/07932, Dated September 
18. 2001. 




























































































Examiner Date Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, wfiether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant Is to place a check mark here If English language 
Translation is attached. 



This collection of infonnation is required by 37 CFR 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an 
application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting 
the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or 
suggestions for reducing this burden^ should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademaric Office. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. DO NOT 



